
Parish Office: 
Located in the Holy Family Centre 
(via 11 Emert Pde, Emerton NSW 2770)
Postal Address: 
PO Box 86, Mt Druitt NSW 2770
Ph: (02) 9628 7272 OR 0497 966 277

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 9.00am - 4.30pm
Friday: 9.00am - 3.30pm

PARISH TEAM
Parish Priest: Fr Nguyen Van Cao SJ
cao@holyfamily.org.au
Assistant Priest: Fr Renato Zecchin SJ
renato@holyfamily.org.au
Pastoral Associate: Sr Carlene Allen
carlene@holyfamily.org.au
Site Manager: Ray Donaldson
ray@holyfamily.org.au
Parish Secretary: Malia Lolesio
enquiry@holyfamily.org.au
Book-Keeper: Malinda Toms
accounts@holyfamily.org.au
Music Director: Etuate ‘Eddie’ Paunga
kosilio_lole@hotmail.com
Parish Pastoral Council 
Chairperson & Children’s Liturgy
Coordinator: Marissa Logronio
logroniom23@gmail.com
Sacramental Coordinator:
Lorraine Gordon
SRE Co-ordinators:
Maureen Freeburn & Lorraine Gordon
Finance Committee Chairperson:
Kevin Johnson
Holy Family Young Adult Leaders:
Monica Vave, Fololina Mafi, Burt Tukala
hfymtdruitt@gmail.com

Reflection from Sr Carlene for 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord - Year A

Holy Family Parish, Mt Druitt
https://fb.me/HFPMtDruitt
Or visit our website:
www.holyfamily.org.au

HOLY FAMILY PARISH, MT DRUITT
Under the care of the Australian Jesuit Province

252 -254 Luxford Road, Emerton NSW 2770
PARISH VISION: Holy Family Mt Druitt is a welcoming community: on a journey towards a 

personal encounter with Jesus; called to unity and celebrating our diversity; 
living and sharing the joy of the Gospel. 

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.
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Mass Times at Holy Family,
Emerton (During Holy Week)

WEEKDAY:
Monday & Wednesday: 9.00am
Tuesday: 6.00pm
Thursday: 7.30pm
Friday: 3.00pm
Saturday: NO 9AM MASS!

WEEKEND:
Saturday Vigil:    7.30pm
Sunday:               9.00am & 10.30am

s

Mass at Willmot: Sunday 7.30am
 

Mass and Anointing
2nd Saturday of every month: 

9.00am
Holy Hour - Emerton

Wednesday: 5.30pm - 6.00pm
Saturdays from 9.30am - 10.30am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays: 9.30am - 10.00am 

OR by appointment.

A FEW THOUGHTS ABOUT THE EASTER TRIDUUM

Lent draws to a close this coming Thursday and we begin THREE GREAT DAYS of
Christian observance - Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday - known as
the EASTER TRIDUUM.

According to Jewish custom, day is counted from evening to evening. Hence the
Easter Triduum commences with the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper, continues
with the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion, reaches its zenith in the Easter Vigil,
and closes with Evening Prayer on Easter Sunday.

Like Jesus’ garment, these liturgies form a seamless whole. They all celebrate one
and the same mystery of faith, the PASCHAL MYSTERY: the death and the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The liturgies are moments in the one symphony. Each
celebration views the mystery through a particular prism... the supper, the cross,
the resurrection... but it is the one mystery from start to finish.

The tone for the Triduum liturgies is aptly set in our entrance antiphon for Holy
Thursday:

“We should glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
for he is our salvation, our life and resurrection.”

In short, we are invited to enter into the Easter event as it unfolds in our world
today. We offer praise and thanks to God for our salvation in Jesus Christ, and
we strive to practise in our daily lives a new way of seeing and being.

May we participate fully and actively in our Triduum liturgies allowing the
symbols, actions and texts to touch each of us at a very deep level!

Dying you destroyed our death!
Rising you restored our life!

Lord Jesus come in glory!

Palm Sunday Reflection – Beginning Holy Week

As we begin Holy Week, take a moment to place yourself in the scene of Palm
Sunday.
Sit quietly and slow your breathing. Imagine Jesus entering Jerusalem. See the
crowds waving palms, hear their cries of “Hosanna!”, and picture yourself
among them.
As Jesus comes near, notice your response. Do you join in the praise? Do you
step forward to meet him? What is stirring in your heart?
Now, follow him beyond the celebration—to the road that leads to the Cross.

 Where do you find yourself on this journey? Are you walking with him? Are
you willing to stay with him to the end?

Bring to mind your own crosses—your burdens, worries, or struggles—and gently
place them before Jesus. Let him carry them with you.
Finally, ask the Lord: Who are you calling me to love and serve this Holy Week?
When you are ready, gently return from this time of prayer—holding in your
heart the image of Jesus, the humble King who enters your life with love and
mercy.

Adapted from the “Compassio” Lenten Resource 2026, © Diocese of Wollongong.



Collect:
Almighty ever-living God, who as an example of humility for
the human race to follow caused our Savior to take flesh and
submit to the Cross, graciously grant that we may heed his
lesson of patient suffering and so merit a share in his
Resurrection. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading:  Isaiah 50: 4-7
The servant of the Lord said: "The Lord God has given me the
tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens - wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened
my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I
gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those
who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult
and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know
that I shall not be put to shame."

Responsorial Psalm - Ps 21 (22)
R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

All who see me deride me.
They curl their lips, they toss their heads.
“He trusted in the Lord, let him save him;
let him release him if this is his friend.” R.

Many dogs have surrounded me,
a band of the wicked beset me.
They tear holes in my hands and my feet
I can count every one of my bones. R.

They divide my clothing among them.
They cast lots for my robe.
O Lord, do not leave me alone,
my strength, make haste to help me. R.

I will tell of your name to my brethren
and praise you where they are assembled.
“You who fear the Lord give him praise;
all sons of Jacob, give him glory.
Revere him, Israel’s sons.” R.

Second Reading: Philippians 2: 6-11
Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied
himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became
obedient to the point of death- even death on a cross. Therefore
God highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

Gospel Acclamation: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
Christ became obedient for us even to death, 
dying on the cross. Therefore God raised him on high and
gave him a name above all other names.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel: Mt 26: 14-27: 66
Passion Reading – Congregation
Please join in the “crowd” responses during the Passion
reading. Your parts will be shown on the screens.
Thank you for your participation.

Prayer After Communion:
Nourished with these sacred gifts, we humbly beseech you,
O Lord, that, just as through the death of your Son you have
brought us to hope for what we believe, so by his
Resurrection you may lead us to where you call. Through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Readings for Sunday 5 April 2026: Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord in Year A
 II 1st Reading: Acts 10: 34, 37-43 II 2nd Reading: Colossians 3: 1-4 OR 1 Corinth 5:6-8 II Gospel: John 20: 1-9 II
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SCRIPTURE READINGS - YEAR A

Palm Sunday
LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD

WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS
BAPTISMS: We welcome to the community, Amya Maamaloa,
Jaziah Leuatea-Pelasio, Jamaica Leuatea-Pelasio, Joseph Livi-
Papalii, Livi Livi-Papalii, Matulino Livi-Papalii, Ana-Maria Livi-
Papalii, and Sione Livi-Papalii, who were baptised last Sunday 22
March, 2026.

nd

LIST OF THE SICK: Pierre Pepin, Reg Murray, Richard Ward, Marie
Purcell, Soane Quensell, Katea Vave, Vivian Masters, Makasini
Vave, Fifita Sitani, Loretta Josephine Seupule, Leue Dunlop, Lino
Dunlop, Cheryl Barrell, Lisimoa Hufanga, Jenny Gillman, Chris
Wilson, Norah Gibson, Sabrina Ellingsworth, Jean Mari Frederic,
Brian Russel, Toss Van den Berg, Pat Phelan, John Murray,
Lemisio Fa’ulua, Lourdes Bustamante, Pippa O’Neal,  Jose Manalo,
Fely Dela Paz Manalo, Maria Barbara, Sylvia Greene, Mayda
Attachian, Faye Iffland, Tim Meagher, Emma Lawrence, Maria
Llave, Maria Belisario, Fara Vargas, Fe Llave, Stella Edwards, Boyet
Llave.
RECENT ANNIVERSARIES: 
RECENTLY DECEASED: 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MARCH 
For disarmament and peace. 

Let us pray that nations move toward effective
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that

world leaders choose the path of dialogue and
diplomacy instead of violence.  

Amen.

“In truth,
this man was
a Son of God”

Bishop Vincent’s Easter Message 2026
“By His wounds we are healed.”

 In a world marked by suffering, the Risen Christ brings
healing, hope, and peace. Bishop Vincent invites us

this Easter to become peacemakers in our daily lives.
 

Scan the QR code to watch the full message.



PARISH INSURANCE APPEAL – 
LEAVING BUCKET COLLECTION 28/29 MARCH

Our parish insurance costs total $48,000, which we are
working to meet by the end of April. A leaving bucket

collection will be held to assist with this.

Your generosity and support are greatly appreciated in
helping us care for and protect our parish community.

DIRECT PARISH DONATIONS
Online contributions for the Priests of the Diocese 

(1st collection)
Acc Name: Parramatta Diocesan Clergy

BSB: 067 950   Acc No: 004265
Make sure to Reference: 6024 and Your Name

Online contributions for Parish Expenses (2nd collection)
Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church

BSB: 067 950   Acc No: 0000 0446
Reference: Your ‘Planned Giving Number’ OR Your Full Name

OR
For over the counter deposits:

Acc Name: Diocesan Development Fund Mt Druitt Catholic
Church

BSB: 062 315 Acc No: 0090 1486 Agent No: 935
Reference: Your Name + Appeal

If you would like a tax deductible receipt for your Planned
Giving envelopes OR specific donation, please contact the

parish office.

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK:

Sunday March 29
Rehearsals for Stations of the Cross, 12pm-2pm (School
Grounds)
St Ignatius Tongan Sunday School, 12pm-3pm (HFC)
Samoan Divine Mercy, 3pm-5pm (MMR)
Samoan Laulii Village mtg, 5pm-8pm (SSR)

Monday March 30
Young Adults Sacramental Process, 4.15pm (SICR)
RCIA Process, 6.15pm (SICR)
AA mtg, 7pm (MMR)

Tuesday March 31
Staff Meeting, 3pm-5pm (SICR)
NA mtg, 6.30pm-8pm (MMR)
HF Young Adults Choir prac, 7pm-8pm (SSR)
HF Young Adults Lenten Program, 8pm-9pm (SSR)

Wednesday April 1
Christian Meditation, 6.30pm-7.30pm (MMR)
Chrism Mass, 7.30pm (St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta)

HOLY THURSDAY April 2
see pg.4 for Holy Week Mass schedule

GOOD FRIDAY April 3 (Parish Office Closed)
AA mtg, 6.30pm - 8.30pm (MMR)
Catholic Youth Parramatta Good Friday Night Walk, 10pm
St Patrick’s Blacktown. Scan QR code to register. pg.4

HOLY SATURDAY April 4
Easter Vigil rehearsal, 9am (Church)
AA mtg, 6.30-7.30pm (MMR)

Meeting Rooms: 
SSR - Schoenstatt Sisters Room; 
SICR - St Ignatius Conference Room; 
MMR - Mary Mackillop Meeting Room, 
HFC - Holy Family Centre (All rooms)
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Parish Collection for the weekend of the 21st / 22nd March:
1st Collection (for the priests of the diocese)
2nd Collection (for parish expenses)

$     796.10
$  1,933.50

Autumn Family Holiday Program
Join us these school holidays for two fun community days

out for families and children.
Come along to connect with other families, enjoy the

outdoors and have fun together.
🎲 Games and activities will be organised for children

Ĩ Picnic Day at Nurragingy Reserve
ʲ Friday 10 April, 10am-3pm

 ʺ Grevillea Picnic Area – Nurragingy Reserve
• Gold coin donation

 • Families make their own way to the park
 • Light refreshments provided

 • Bring picnic rug, hat and water bottle
 • Families welcome to bring food to share

Ɵ Scavenger hunt and fun group challenges for kids

 Ĩ Picnic Day at Fairfield Adventure Park
ʲ Wednesday 15 April, 9.30am-3pm

 ʺ Fairfield Adventure Park
• $5 per person

 • Includes bus transport + light refreshments
 • Games and activities for children

ϐ Bus transport provided. 
Bus schedule: Street pick-up 9.00am; final pick-up &

departure from HFC 9.30am
Leave Fairfield Adventure Park 3.00pm

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
✔ Bookings open Monday 23 March

 ✔ Bookings must be made at the Parish Office 
 ✔ Payments by cash only

 ✔ Bookings are essential for both activities
 ✔ Children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian

 ✔ Participant details will be collected at the time of booking
 ✔ Bus transport for the Fairfield Adventure Park outing will

be provided by Cumberland Coachlines

For more information, please contact Malia on (02) 9628 7272

Sacrament of Confirmation – Information Session
Parents and carers are invited to attend an information

session for the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
Wednesday 29 April at 7:00pm in the Church.
We encourage all families to attend. Thank you.

Bishop Vincent presents Archbishop Ryan Jimenez |
 21 April

Archbishop Ryan Jimenez, Archbishop of Agana in Guam
and President of the Episcopal Conference of the Pacific is

the first guest speaker for this year's Bishop Vincent
Presents series.

Join us for an evening with Archbishop Jimenez as he
reflects on the theme “An Immigrant Bishop for an

Immigrant Church.”
          To register, please scan the QR code: 

Be The Witness: Casting, Chorus and September
Performances Announced

Be The Witness – The Musical, endorsed by Bishop Vincent,
is progressing strongly. Acclaimed local theatre director

Jon‑Claire Lee has been appointed, rehearsals are
underway with a 60‑member chorus, and performances are

confirmed at Riverside Theatres, 10–16 September 2026,
including school matinees on 15–16 September. Casting
Call for lead roles, Choreographer call and Marketing,

Social Media volunteer opportunities are now open. Email
twsydau@gmail.com or register @bethewitness.com.au



Palm Sunday - 28th / 29  March 2026th

As Project Compassion 2026 comes to a close, we thank
you for your generous support throughout Lent. This year,
we shared the stories of four inspiring people whose lives

are being uplifted through your compassion. 
Your support is helping them overcome challenges and

build stronger futures. There is still time to donate!
Together, we can continue nurturing hope and

empowering communities facing poverty and injustice.

Please donate today.
You can support Project Compassion 2026 
through the donation boxes, envelopes or 
by scanning the QR code.

Or online at: www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate 
Or by calling: 1800 024 413

Thank you for standing with us, as we Unite Against
Poverty this Lent.

Walk into Holy Week with intentional openness. 

Each day, pause to notice where your heart resists the
path Jesus walks - whether through fear, distractions, or

self-reliance - and gently offer that place to him. 

Let this be a week of conscious surrender: small acts of
trust, quiet moments of compassion, and deliberate steps

that keep you close to Jesus as he journeys toward the
Cross and into the fullness of new life.

Prayer: Lord, make our hearts like yours. Amen.
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Living the Word this Holy Week

Your paragraph textGOOD FRIDAY NIGHT WALK
FRIDAY 3 APRIL 2026

Register: https://parracatholic.org/events/gfnw/

HOLY WEEK MASS SCHEDULE
Monday - 30 March
9.00AM Mass

Tuesday - 31 March
6.00PM Mass

Holy Wednesday - 1 April
Please note change of Mass time:
9.00AM - Mass
7.30PM Chrism Mass (St Patrick’s
Cathedral, Parramatta)

Holy Thursday - 2 April
6.00PM - 7.00PM (Confession)
7.30PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper
10.00PM - 7.00AM (overnight) Adoration

Good Friday - 3 April
10.00AM (Stations of the Cross)
11.00AM - 12.00PM (Confession)
3.00PM (The Lord’s Passion)
4.30PM - 5.30PM (Confession)

Holy Saturday - 4 April
9.30AM - 10.00AM (Confession)
7.30PM - (Easter Vigil - BYO candles)
NOTE: There is NO 9AM MASS!

Easter Sunday - 5 April
7.30AM Mass (Willmot)
9.00AM & 10.30AM Mass 

Good Friday – Stations of the Cross

On Good Friday, we invite you to take part in the Way of
the Cross—a walking journey through the school grounds
as we follow Jesus on his journey to Calvary.
We will begin at the gate near Weber Crescent and move
from station to station, concluding at the basketball court.
Together, we walk, pray, and reflect on the Passion of
Christ.
This is a powerful opportunity to enter more deeply into
the meaning of Good Friday. We encourage you to come
prepared to walk and journey with Jesus.

In the event of rain, the Stations of the Cross will be held
inside the church.

Good Friday Collection for the Holy Land
On Good Friday, a special collection will be taken up to
support the Church in the Holy Land.
This annual collection, held in parishes around the world,
assists the Franciscans in caring for the sacred places of
our faith and supporting Christian communities who
continue to live in the land of Jesus. 
Your generosity helps provide pastoral care, education,
and humanitarian support, as well as the maintenance of
the holy sites we hold dear. 
We thank you for your prayerful and generous support.


