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REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST FOR THE  

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Families are the best places to learn about life and our place in society. It is here that we learn about love and acceptance, but    
unfortunately it can also be the place where we learn about prejudice and fear: that is part of the context for today’s gospel – that we 
carry on some of the strengths and false understandings of our faith that is handed down to us through our family. 
What Jesus has been calling for is a true conversion of heart, something that reaches deep down within us. If we probe our lives a 
little more deeply do we not discover that some prejudice, narrowness and selfishness exists? God offers healing for this, he offers 
peace, to set us on a new path back towards him. But many resist this because it challenges their status, their ‘freedom’, their    
power. They react negatively – violently even. So what should be a message of peace becomes a violent confrontation in families, in 
community and the world around us. 
This hostility in our families, in our world, is not God’s doing, but rather is the result of our own resistance to the message of Jesus. 
We have missed the heart of Jesus’ message of confronting the evil powers in the world and healing our suffering. We have largely 
bought into society’s idols of consumerism, individualism and secularization. And the few who ‘get it’ will cause conflict with the rest 
of our family and society. 

But our family and society need these prophetic voices – we need 
people to stand before us and show us the dangers of such   idolatry, 
such falsehood. We need prophets to confront us and offer us healing, 
to offer us the purification of the fire of the Holy Spirit and the baptism 
of the suffering of Christ on the cross. We need witnesses who stand 
in the tension between the reality of God’s love and the reality of the 
world where that love is expressed and often rejected. We need these 
prophets and witnesses in our church today. 

JESUIT PROVINCE WEB SITE:   www.jesuit.org.au PARISH FACEBOOK PAGE: https://facebook.com.au/HFPMtDruitt 

MASS TIMES     -     HOLY FAMILY CHURCH     -     EMERTON       

 Saturday  Vigil :   5.30 pm                Sunday:  9.00 am and 10.30 am 
 

 JOHN THERRY CHAPEL   (DAY CHAPEL) 

 Monday  8.30am & 6.00pm Mass 

 Tuesday  6.00pm Mass 

 Wednesday 6.00pm Mass 

 Thursday 8.30am Mass 

 Friday  9.00am Mass 

 Saturday 9.00am Mass  
        

MASS AT WILLMOT CHURCH 

Sunday 7.30am   

Cnr Pelsart & Carteret Ave Willmot  

RECONCILIATION AND HOLY HOUR—EMERTON 

 Saturday from 9.30 am to 10.00 am 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffreesvg.org%2Fstylized-holy-grail-illustration&psig=AOvVaw377NhKHiyTMcgq79UwQWLR&ust=1589002196727000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKiptNHEo-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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SECOND reading: Hebrews 12: 1-4   

Brothers and sisters: Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of        

witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to 

Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that 
was set before him endured the Cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken 

his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Consider Jesus who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, so 

that you may not grow weary or lose heart. In your struggle against sin you 
have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 
 

gospel acclamation:    

Alleluia, alleluia! 
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; I know them, and they follow me. 

Alleluia! 
 

gospel: Luke 12:49-53 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it 

were already kindled! I have a baptism with which to be baptised, and what 

stress I am under until it is completed! 
“Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but 

rather division! From now on five in one household will be divided, three 
against two and two against three; they will be divided: father against son and 

son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, 
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against    

mother-in-law.” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—YEAR c 

20th Sunday in ordinary time 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 

First reading: Jeremiah 38: 4-6, 8-10  

The officials said to the king, “This man ought to be put to death, because he is 

discouraging the soldiers who are left in this city, and all the people, by   
speaking such words to them. For this man is not seeking the welfare of this 

people, but their harm.” 
King Zedekiah said, “Here he is; he is in your hands; for the king is powerless 

against you.” 
So they took Jeremiah and threw him into the cistern of Malchiah, the king’s 

son, which was in the court of the guard, letting Jeremiah down by ropes. Now 
there was no water in the cistern, but only mud, and Jeremiah sank in the 

mud. 

So Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, an officer in the king’s house, left the king’s 
house and spoke to the king, “My lord king, these men have acted wickedly in 

all they did to the Prophet Jeremiah by throwing him in to the cistern to die 
there of hunger, for there is no bread left in the city.” Then the king           

commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, “Take three men with you from here, 
and pull the Prophet Jeremiah up from the cistern before he dies.” 
 

Responsorial psalm : Ps 39: 2-4, 18. 
 

R: Lord, come to my aid! 
 

I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry. R. 
 

He drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, 
and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. R. 
 

He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. 

Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord. R. 
 

As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes thought of me. 
You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God. R. 
 

 

WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

BAPTISMS: We welcomed into our community Monica-Deci Litara, who was baptized last Sunday 7th August 2022. 

LIST OF THE SICK: Mary Facer, Lopisoni Makario, Maria Barbara, Sylvia Greene, Baby Gabriella Mafi, Archie Mori, Nanding Flores, Pam Picart-Manalac, Jose Manalo,    

Fely Dela Paz Manalo, Kilisimasi Lolesio, Faith Nimmo, Vaha Vave, Tualau Vave, Mayta Attachian, Carmen Carlon, Faye Iffland, Tim Meagher, Cristina Frugone, Jose Lay, 

Zarouf Mallouk, George Mallouk, Gloria Cutcliffe, Maria Llave, Maria Belisario, Boyet Llave, Fe Llave, Stella Edwards, Fara Vargas. 

ANNIVERSARIES: Mileng Esteban, Melva Livermore, Pat McGinley, Amy Carmichael, Elisabeth Eberl, Mary Vella, Lourdes Larrarte, Gerard Brown, Patrick and Winfred 

Mannix, Ross Payne, Bruce Hennessy, Pat McAuliffe, Lily McConville, Lewis Farrugia, Nicholas Gat, Phillip Gat, Cretice Sharpley, Alice McGovern, Walter Bulk,               

Alison Woods, Connie Hampton, Maria Laupola, Joyce Newman, David Hey, Bruce Chapman, Yvonne Donovan, Ivy Hanna, Joas Gago, Ilda Beatrice Cafir,                        

Joana Zadarias de Oliveira, Purucho Serra, Oliver Jelilio.  

RECENTLY DECEASED:  Jeffrey Bonnici, Sr Margaret Harrison RSM, Audrey Whyte. 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 21st AUGUST 2022  -  21st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME IN YEAR C  

1st Reading: Isaiah 66: 18-21    2nd Reading: Hebrews 12: 5-7, 11-13  Gospel: Luke 13: 22-30 



 

 

 

Monday—Thursday: 9.00am—4.30pm 

Friday:  9.00am—3.30pm 

CLOSED ON WEEKENDS 
Note: Staff meetings held on Tuesdays 9.15am—10.00am 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
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SUPPORT US ONLINE 
For contributions towards the 1st Collection, for the clergy of 
the Diocese of Parramatta, please use the following details: 

 

Acc Name: Diocesan Clergy 
BSB:  067 950 
Acc No:  0000 4265 
Reference: 6024 (followed by your name). 
 

For contributions towards the 2nd Collection, for our parish       
expenses, please use the following details: 

 

Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
BSB: 067 950 
Acc No: 0000 0446 
Reference: Envelope No OR Your full name). 

PARISH COLLECTIONS: 

for the weekend of the 6th/7th August 2022 
 

1st collection (for the clergy of the Diocese):     $     964.20 
2nd collection (for parish expenses):          $  2,681.05 

UPDATE ABOUT THE PLENARY COUNCIL 
 

The celebration phase of the Plenary Council is over.  
What happens now? 

The Plenary Council has three phases: preparation, which took place 

over more than three years; celebration, which included the two   

assemblies and the nine months between them; and implementation, 

which started after the second assembly and will unfold in coming 

years. 
 

At the second assembly, the following motion passed: 

 That the Plenary Council adopt the following steps for 

ensuring the effectiveness and accountability of the Implementation 

phase, to take place over a period of five years: 
a. the Bishops Commission for the Plenary Council will be           

responsible for establishing the terms of review for the Plenary 
Council’s implementation; 

b. a roundtable body such as that proposed in Decree 7, Article 2, 

will be responsible for co-ordinating the review; 

c. interim reports will be published in 2023 and 2025; and 

d. the final review report will be published five years after the    
Second Assembly, in 2027. 

 
Much of the work of implementation will take place at the local level, 

including at diocesan synods that are expected to take place within 

five years of the conclusion of the Plenary Council’s celebration. 
 

 

MARY’S CANTICLE OF PRAISE: 
Mary’s canticle of praise, her Magnificat, is most familiar to 
two cohorts of people—those who pray the Evening Prayer of 
the Church and those who enjoy sacred music. 
The former pray it daily, the latter are blessed with a wealth 
of compositions. Surprisingly, even those who faithfully     
worship every Sunday and major feast-day never hear it, 
except once a year on this day, 15th August. 
 

THE MAGNIFICAT: 
‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord and my spirit 
exults in God my saviour; because he has looked upon his 
lowly handmaid. 
Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me 
blessed, for the Almighty has done great things for me. 
Holy is his name, and his mercy reaches from age to age for 
those who fear him. 
He has shown the power of his arm, he has routed the proud 
of heart. 
He has pulled down princes from their thrones and exalted 
the lowly. 
The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent 
empty away. 
He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his 
mercy—according to the promise he made to our             
ancestors—of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants 
for ever. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. 
Blessed are you among women, 

and blest is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 
 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, 

now and at the hour of our death. 
 

Amen. 
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH VISION 

 
Holy Family Mt Druitt is a welcoming community: 

♱ on a journey towards a personal encounter with Jesus; 
♱ called to unity and celebrating our diversity; 
♱ living and sharing the joy of the Gospel. 

 
 
 
A message from Aid to the 
Church in Need                 

Australia: ACN is the     Pontifical Foundation     dedicated to 
supporting the suffering and persecuted Church. 
  

In areas of crisis, churches are often destroyed by violence. 
Where the faith is growing new churches are needed. ACN 
supports the reconstruction in these areas because a church is 
the centre of the life of faith and even the smallest chapel   
provides people with hope and a spiritual home. 
  

Can you help build churches to support the   
faithful throughout the world?  
Visit: www.aidtochurch.org/construction 


