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REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST FOR THE  

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

When you reflect on today’s Gospel, do not get caught up in the miracle – as wonderful as miracles are, they al-
ways point to something beyond themselves, and that is where we should be focusing our attention. The focus 

needs to be on what Jesus is doing, and how are people responding to Jesus and the other characters. 

In this miracle story, Jesus initiates the contact, the healing, allowing the blind man to see. Later, Jesus will seek 
him out again and take him from healing to belief in the Son of Man. This is part of Jesus’ mission – “I have 
come to bring sight to the blind…” And the blind man responds positively both times; physically his sight         
returns, but also spiritually he responds to Jesus in faith and worship. (Remember too the Samaritan woman from 

last week and her journey to faith.) 

The Pharisees on the other hand are prevented from seeing this as the work of God because of their limited focus 
on the law. They cannot get beyond the fact that Jesus worked on the Sabbath! 
They have lost sight of the compassion and mercy of God that is also a            
foundation of the Scriptures and the law. They remain blind to the work of God 

in their midst. 

We too are being asked in these weeks to look at our own faith journey – are we 
open to the word of God coming into our lives to transform and heal us? Are we 

able to fan the flames of faith into life at the touch of Jesus? 

JESUIT PROVINCE WEB SITE:   www.jesuit.org.au PARISH FACEBOOK PAGE: https://facebook.com.au/HFPMtDruitt 

MASS TIMES     -     HOLY FAMILY CHURCH     -     EMERTON       

 Saturday  Vigil :   5.30 pm                Sunday:  9.00 am and 10.30 am 
 

 JOHN THERRY CHAPEL   (DAY CHAPEL) 

 Monday  8.30am & 6.00pm Mass 

 Tuesday  8.30am & 6.00pm Mass 

 Wednesday 8.30am & 6.00pm Mass 

 Thursday 8.30am & 6.00pm Mass 

 Friday  9.00am & 6.00pm Mass 

 Saturday 9.00am Mass  
        

MASS AT WILLMOT CHURCH 

Sunday 7.30am   

Cnr Pelsart & Carteret Ave Willmot  

RECONCILIATION AND HOLY HOUR—EMERTON 

 Saturday from 9.30 am to 10.00 am 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffreesvg.org%2Fstylized-holy-grail-illustration&psig=AOvVaw377NhKHiyTMcgq79UwQWLR&ust=1589002196727000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKiptNHEo-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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SECOND reading: Ephesians 5: 8-14 

Brothers and sisters: Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are 

light. Live as children of light—for the fruit of the light is found in all that is 
good and right and true. 

Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works 
of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what 

such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 
for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it is said, “Sleeper, 

awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

gospel acclamation:    

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 

whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

gospel: John 9: 1-41 (shorter version) 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 
He spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 

the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means 
Sent). 

Then the man who was blind went and washed, and came back able to see. The 
neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is 

this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.”     
Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the 

man.” 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it 
was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the 

Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to 
them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the 

Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the       
Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such 

signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do 
you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a Prophet.” 

They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 
teach us?” And they drove him out. 

Jesus head that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 

that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 

speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshipped him. 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—YEAR A 

fourth Sunday of lent 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 

First reading: 1 Samuel 16: 1, 6-7, 10-13 

The Lord said to Samuel, “Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to 

Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 
When the sons of Jesse came, Samuel looked on Eliab and though, “Surely the 

Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not 
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have        

rejeceted him; for the Lord does not see as the human sees; the human looks 
on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 

Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your 

sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping 

the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit 
down until he comes here.” Jesse sent and brought David in. Now he was    

ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and 
anoint him; for this is the one.” 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day 

forward. 
 

Responsorial psalm : Ps 22:  
 

R: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green 
pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. R. 

 

He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.  

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;  

for you are with me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me. R. 
 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. R. 
 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. R. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

BAPTISMS: We welcomed into the community, Connor Ribbons, who was baptized last Sunday 12th March 2023. 
 

LIST OF THE SICK: Emma Datoc, Ramil Suarez, Val Polkamp, Leota Sefo, Imaculata Leota, Malia Leota, Margaret Kearney, Paul Peters, Maria Barbara,        
Sylvia Greene, Baby Gabriella Mafi, Nanding Flores, Jose Manalo, Fely Dela Paz Manalo, Kilisimasi Lolesio, Faith Nimmo, Vaha Vave, Tualau Vave,          

Mayda Attachian, Faye Iffland, Tim Meagher, Cristina Frugone, Jose Lay, Zarouf Mallouk, George Mallouk, Gloria Cutcliffe, Maria Llave, Maria Belisario, 
Boyet Llave, Fe Llave, Edwards, Fara Vargas. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Dennis Hardy, Anthony Lythgoe, Joyce James, Jose Baldonado, Nellie Lincoln, Fr John Reilly SJ, Janice Barr, Fred Allen,                  
Norbert Carlon, Maria Farrugia, Selvina Cieppara, Jannette Gohari, Emanuel and Rose Bugeja, William Murray, Tuamasaga Peaga Ale, Bernard Gibbons, 

Noni Franklin, Wendy Paterson, John Rassaci, Dallan Jack McMillen, Baby Ayden Weippeartt, Collin Russell, Marlene Backett, Chuck Davey,                    
Daphne Stevens, Chad Brown, Monsignor Alexander “Lex” Johnson, Lourdes Aquino, Kenneth Tobin. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Charlie Cardona, Francis Cardona. 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 26th MARCH 2023  -   

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT IN YEAR A 

 

1st Reading: Ezekiel 37: 12-14  

2nd Reading: Romans 8: 8-11  

Gospel: John 11: 1-45 



 

SUPPORT US ONLINE 
For contributions towards the 1st Collection, for the clergy of 
the Diocese of Parramatta, please use the following details: 

 

Acc Name: Diocesan Clergy 
BSB:  067 950 
Acc No:  0000 4265 
Reference: 6024 (followed by your name). 
 

For contributions towards the 2nd Collection, for our parish       
expenses, please use the following details: 

 

Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
BSB: 067 950 
Acc No: 0000 0446 
Reference: Envelope No OR Your full name). 

 

 

Monday—Thursday: 9.00am—4.30pm 

Friday:  9.00am—3.30pm 
 

CLOSED ON WEEKENDS 
Note: Staff meetings held on Tuesdays 9.15am—10.00am 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
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PARISH COLLECTIONS:  

for the weekend of the 11th/12th March 2023 
 

1st collection (for the clergy of the Diocese):     $   955.10  
2nd collection (for parish expenses):          $2,345.90 
Candles        $   146.35 

Building Safe Parishes Together in 2023:  
Mandatory Safeguarding Training 

 

Face-to-Face Training at Holy Family 
Saturday 20th May 2023 

10am—3pm in the School Hall 
(11 Emert Pde Emerton NSW 2770) 

RSVP Wednesday 17th May to the Parish Office 
(02) 9628 7272; enquiry@holyfamiliy.org.au 

 

If you would like to complete the Safeguarding 
Training independently online, you can start these 
modules at any time and complete them at your own 
pace.  Sign up onto the platform by using the QR 
code OR follow this link:  
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au  
 

If you have any questions about the Safeguarding Training, 
please email Maria Kervin, Community Engagement and       
Education Officer at: maria.kervin@parracatholic.org.  

RCIA UPDATE: 
 At the RITE of ELECTION celebrated recently in St Patrick’s 

Cathedral, Parramatta, ALISHA and Catechumens from other 
parishes in our diocese asked to be initiated into the          
sacramental life of the church this Easter. Bishop Vincent 
accepted their names for enrolment, and now they are 
known as the ELECT. 

 This Sunday during the 10.30am Mass we celebrate the    

SECOND SCRUTINY which means we pray WITH and FOR   
Alisha who is preparing to be BAPTISED, and CONFIRMED, 
and to receive her FIRST HOLY COMMUNION during the 
EASTER VIGIL (the most important celebration in our church 
year). 

WHAT ARE SCRUTINIES? 

 They are RITES for self-searching and repentance; they have 

a spiritual purpose… “to UNCOVER and HEAL all that is weak, 
defective and sinful in our hearts.” We try to SCRUTINISE our 
lives in the light of God’s great love for us… a TASK for each 
one of us during LENT. 

 It is customary in the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for 

Adults) to have three Scrutinies… one on each of the Third, 
Fourth and Fifth Sundays of Lent. 

Please continue to pray for Alisha, our RCIA Team, and all who are 
guiding the Elect in parishes throughout our Diocese of               

Parramatta. 

NEXT WEEKEND: 25th/26th MARCH 
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH VISION 
 

Holy Family Mt Druitt is a welcoming community: 
♱ on a journey towards a personal encounter with Jesus; 

♱ called to unity and celebrating our diversity; 
♱ living and sharing the joy of the Gospel. 

PERSONAL REFLECTION for the WEEK AHEAD 
 

 This week, take time to reflect on important decisions that 
you are making at the moment. Pray for God’s guidance in 
those decisions and make space to listen for what he might 
be saying to you. Continue to increase your daily time of 
silence and prayer by a few minutes each day.  

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

18th/19th March 
  

Thu lives in Vietnam. When Thu was 
12 years old, he stepped on an         
unexploded land mine and lost his leg.  

Living with a disability in rural Vietnam 
presented many challenges for Thu, 
who worked mainly as a rice farmer. 
Thu also took on the role of caring for 
his wife, Linh, after she suffered a 
stroke. 

Determined to turn their lives around, 
Thu and Linh joined the Empowerment 

of People with Disabilities program, run by Caritas          
Australia’s local partner in Vietnam, the Centre for          
Sustainable Rural Development (SRD).     

For Thu, the greatest impact the program has had is        
enabling the change in Linh’s physical and mental          
wellbeing. With the support of a physiotherapist, Linh can 
now walk short distances with the aid of a walking stick.   

Please donate to Project Compassion 2023. 

Together, we can help vulnerable communities 
face their challenges today and build a better 
tomorrow For All Future Generations.  

You can donate through Project Compassion 
donation    boxes and envelopes available from 
your parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-
compassion, or by calling 1800 024 413. 

Photo: Phan Tan Lam/Caritas Australia  

Türkiye-Syria Earthquake Disaster 
A 7.8 magnitude earthquake has unleashed 
devastation on Türkiye and Syria. Over 

50,000 people have been killed, with many more injured and 
left homeless. After 12 years of war, Syria is at breaking 
point and desperately needs assistance. 
We must act NOW and help those affected by this 
catastrophe. 

Your generous donation means our partners in 
Türkiye and Syria can respond swiftly to support the         
survivors of this unimaginable tragedy. Visit: 
www.caritas.org.au/syria-turkey or call 1800 024 413 toll 
free to donate now. 

HOLY WEEK MASS SCHEDULE 

PALM SUNDAY 
1st/ 2nd April 
 
5.30pm (Saturday) 
7.30am (Willmot) 
9.00am 
10.30am 

HOLY THURSDAY 
6th April 
 
7.00pm 
Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper 

GOOD FRIDAY 
7th April 
 
10.00am 
Stations of the 
Cross 
3.00pm 
Celebration of the 
Lord’s Passion 

HOLY SATURDAY 
8th April 
 
7.00pm 
Easter Vigil 

EASTER SUNDAY 
9th April 
 
7.30am (Willmot) 
9.00am 
10.30am 

THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 

Feast Day: 25th March 
 

The Solemnity of the Annunciation celebrates 

the coming of the Angel Gabriel to the Virgin 
Mary to announce to her the special mission 

God has chosen for her in being the mother of His only son. 
We are continually reminded of the importance of this feast to our salvation in 

various devotional prayers. Two examples that highlight the importance of this 
feast are the joyous mysteries of the Rosary and the Angelus. 

The feast of the Annunciation began to be celebrated on this day during the 
fourth and fifth centuries, soon after the date for celebrating Christmas was 

universalised throughout the Church. This feast celebrates the Incarnation of 
the Second Person of the Trinity and the salvation of all humankind. This point 

of our salvation was deeply discussed by many of the Church fathers, to     

explain it to the faithful and to show the deep love God has for us. Some of the 
Church fathers who wrote on this were St Athanasius, St Gregory of Nyssa and 

St Augustine. 
Source: Catholic News Agency 


