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REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST FOR THE 

Fifth Sunday of Easter  

The several presences of the risen Lord we saw on the Second Sunday, the different ways of witnessing to this Lord that occupied 
our attention on the Third Sunday, and the various ways unity can exist in the midst of diversity that were now plain to see on the 
Fourth Sunday, all point to the same reality: Everything is new! There is a new law of love, a new heaven and earth that is           
established in the Church, a new depth of communion there, and a new glory of God that shines forth from its members. 
The story of the Bible begins in the natural environment, and everything is ‘very good’. It is only after humanity is punished for its 
sin and expelled from the garden that the city as a project begins in earnest… but the project really gets moving when Cain builds 
the first city. 
But the most important evidence for the importance of the city for Christians comes at the end of the story. In John ’s vision of the 
coming reign of Christ, he is given an evocative picture of our lives when our relationship with God is fully restored. And that     
picture is not of a garden or a wilderness, but of a city. 
Some of my current reading and reflection is looking at what this “new heaven and new earth,” and especially the “new Jerusalem” 
might look like. Many modern cities (many Sydney suburbs included) are built to discourage some neighbourly interactions – 
streets funnel people away into more major routes (mostly in cars), houses are geared towards their interior and the backyard rather 
than interacting with neighbours or strangers who might still walk by. SO, if God is the God of relationships and of welcoming the 

stranger then we might need to rethink our homes and our availability to    
encounter God in our streets. Can we spend more time in our front yard 
greeting passers-by? Can we walk our streets meeting our neighbours?       
Can we begin to build this ‘new Jerusalem’? 
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MASS TIMES     -     HOLY FAMILY CHURCH     -     EMERTON       

 Saturday  Vigil :   5.30 pm                Sunday:  9.00 am and 10.30 am 
 

 JOHN THERRY CHAPEL   (DAY CHAPEL) 

 Monday  8.30am Mass 

 Tuesday  6.00pm Mass 

 Wednesday 6.00pm Mass 

 Thursday 8.30am Mass 

 Friday  9.00am Mass 

 Saturday 9.00am Mass  
        

MASS AT WILLMOT CHURCH 

Sunday 7.30am   

Cnr Pelsart & Carteret Ave Willmot  

RECONCILIATION AND HOLY HOUR—EMERTON 

 Saturday from 9.30 am to 10.00 am 
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SECOND reading: Revelations 21: 1-5  

Then I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 

first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 
And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is 

among humans. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the 
first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne 

said, “See, I am making all things new.” 

 

gospel acclamation:    

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I give you a new commandment: love one another as I have loved you. 

Alleluia! 

 

gospel: John 13: 31-35 

Before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 

the world, he loved them to the end. 
During the supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man 

has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified 
in him, God will also glorify in himself and will glorify him at once. 

“Little children, I am with you only a little longer. I give you a new                
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.” 

                 The Gospel of the Lord. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—YEAR c 

fifth Sunday of easter 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 

WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

LIST OF THE SICK: Pam Picart-Manalac, Jose Manalo, Fely Dela Paz Manalo, Lopisoni Makario, Kilisimasi Lolesio, Faith Nimmo, Vaha Vave, Tualau Vave, 

Jeffrey Bonnici, Mayta Attachian, Carmen Carlon, Faye Iffland, Tim Meagher, Cristina Frugone, Jose Lay, Jerry Borg, Zarouf Mallouk, George Mallouk, 
Gloria Cutcliffe,   Margaret Joyce, Maria Llave, Maria Belisario, Boyet Llave, Fe Llave, Stella Edwards, Fara Vargas. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Frank Bonavia, Val Hardy, Lusia Sitani, Cecil Benson, John Benson, Elsie Llige, Helen Chambers, Kilistina Kiteau, Vicente (Vic) Araullo, 
Mario Llige, Gary Hallett,  Lyn Burton, Simon Gunn, Dianna Margetson, Maria Gatt, Cynthia Schumacher, William (Billy) Whiting, Leslie Sercombe,              

Bill Wilson, Jeanette Monk, Shanese Allen, Anthony Saliba, Ester Sharlton, Charlie Vella, Maria Carvalho, Fr J O’Shea, Dennis  Kennedy, Alice Lowles,      
John O’Brien, Vincent Conovan.  
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Gloria McAtamney, Angelo Kenk. 

First reading: Acts 14: 21-27 

Paul and Barnabas returned to Lystra, then on to Iconium and Antioch.   

There they strengthened the souls of the disciples and encouraged them to 
continue in the faith, saying, “It is through many persecutions that we must 

enter the kingdom of God.” And after they had appointed elders for them in 
each Church, with prayer and fasting they entrusted them to the Lord in 

whom they had come to believe. 
Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. When they had 

spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. From there they sailed 
back to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for 

the work that they had completed.  

When they arrived, they called the Church together and related all that God 
had done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith for the Gentiles. 
 

Responsorial psalm : Ps 144: 8-13 
 

I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God. 
 

The Lord is gracious and merciful,  

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made. R. 

 

All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,  

and all your faithful shall bless you.  

They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your power. R. 
 

To make known to human beings your mighty deeds,  
and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.  

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,  
and your dominion endures throughout all generations. R. 
 

 

 
Our Children’s Liturgy of the Word is back 
every Sunday during the 10:30 am mass 
and we would like to invite all children 
aged 5 years old and above to come and 
join us.   

We will recommence  
this Sunday, 15 May 2022! 

 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

Please consider helping to share the Gospel! 
 

You will need to have OR obtain a Working With 
Children Check (WWCC) number and clearance. 

 

For more information, please contact the parish 
office 02 9628 7272. 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 22nd MAY 2022  -  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

1st Reading: Acts 15: 1-2, 22-29  2nd Reading: Revelations 21: 10-14, 22-23  Gospel: John 14: 23-29 



 

 

 

Monday—Thursday: 9.00am—4.30pm 

Friday:  9.00am—3.30pm 

CLOSED ON WEEKENDS 
Note: Staff meetings held on Tuesdays 9.15am—10.00am 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
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SUPPORT US ONLINE 
For contributions towards the 1st Collection, for the clergy of the 
Diocese of Parramatta, please use the following details: 

 

Acc Name:  Diocesan Clergy 
BSB:  067 950 
Acc No:  0000 4265 
Reference: 6024 (followed by your name). 
 

For contributions towards the 2nd Collection, for our parish       
expenses, please use the following details: 

 

Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
BSB: 067 950 
Acc No: 0000 0446 
Reference: Envelope No OR Your full name). 

PARISH COLLECTIONS: 

for the weekend of the 7th/8th May 2022 
 

1st collection (for the clergy of the Diocese):     $     936.55 
2nd collection (for parish expenses):          $  2,036.75 

 

Young Adult Faith Formation:  
15 May 

 
 

Young adults aged 18 to 35 are invited to a young adults 
faith formation session on Sunday 15 May at The Hustle,    
4-6 Purdy St, Minchinbury, starting from 7pm. George 
and Anne Stanton will lead discussion on scripture and 
the theme of Covenant. A donation of $5 is suggested. 
Come along for fun, faith and fellowship! Call Mark on 
0477 004 678 for more  information. 

*Pope Francis’ Intention for May:  Faith-Filled Young People 
 
We pray for all young people, called to live life to the fullest; may they 
see in Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth of discernment, the      
courage that faith generates, and the dedication to service. 
 Pope Francis prays specifically this month for young     
Catholics who will find in Mary the source of inspiration for a generous 
life. His prayer, however, extends to all young people. It is timely     
because the trust, the hope and the commitment of which he speaks are 
especially needed in our present world. It is full of anxiety at the       
pandemic and its effects, at uncertainty about education and finding 
work, at the shadow of war and of nuclear conflict and polarisation in 
public life, and at the overriding threat of climate change and its dire 
effects on the world that they will inherit. In such a world young people 
without a vision or a hope larger than themselves are particularly      
vulnerable. 
 The qualities which Pope Francis prays that Mary will   
inspire in young people are not confined to Catholics, of course.      
They describe a good human life and are found in young people from 
many backgrounds. They certainly speak of our hopes for the young 
people from many different religions and backgrounds whom we serve 
at Jesuit Social Services.  We can see how desirable these qualities are 
if we imagine their opposites. We would regard as shallow and         
immature any young person who never listens, never reflects on what 
they are doing or on who they are, who never goes against the crowd 
and always takes the easy way out, and who never stops to help people 
in need. We would hope that as they grow older they will become more 
reflective and attentive to others and to the world around them. 
 If Pope Francis’ intention is to bear fruit in generous young 
people, they will also need the support of other people to help them 
realise his hopes for them. To live fully we need to have seen examples 
of it in our upbringing. Young people will be able to listen only if they 
are encouraged and shown how to do so at home and in their education. 
Discernment also relies on learning and example, as does courage. 
Young people who become dedicated to service outside their immediate 
family, too, have usually found examples of outgoing generosity in their 
own family and perhaps also in programs at their school. 
 Pope Francis prays especially for young people who have a 
deep faith. Their reflectiveness will be nurtured by praying regularly. 
They will find in Mary and the saints an inspiration to seek depth in 
their own lives and to be attentive to others. Their faith and their way of 
living will be linked in a Christian imagination that will sustain them in 
the challenges that they meet. All this will need support in a Christian 
community both through their links with the worldwide Catholic 
Church and through their friendship with other young people inspired 
by the same deep desires and the same faith.  

- by Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ 
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH VISION 

 
Holy Family Mt Druitt is a welcoming community: 

♱ on a journey towards a personal encounter with Jesus; 
♱ called to unity and celebrating our diversity; 
♱ living and sharing the joy of the Gospel. 

This weekend we welcome to our parish, Kylie Cullen who will 
speak to us about the work of Aid to the Church in Need.      
Aid to the Church in Need exists to support suffering,             
oppressed and persecuted Christians. In fact, they are the only 
International Catholic Charity dedicated to this mission. At the 
end of WWII, a Dutch priest, Fr Werenfried Van Staatan,      
appealed to the Catholic people of Belgium and the            
Netherlands, to move past their hatred of the Germans, and 
to see in the suffering of these innocent German families, the 
suffering Christ. His pleas unleashed so much generosity and 
he became known as the 'Bacon Priest" because they brought 
tonnes of bacon to starving German families, along with      
assisting so many Christians in need. His initiative spread out 
to the entire world and we now reach thousands of              
persecuted Christians all around the world. Fr Werenfried led 
ACN until his death in 2003. In 2011, Pope Benedict XIV raised 
the charity to the level of a Pontifical Foundation.  
Kylie will speak during Mass and share more about their work 
and the testimonies of those have been helped.  

 

FORWARD PLANNING: 
ADULT CONFIRMATION 
ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL 

Thursday 1st September, 2022 at 7.30pm 
 

This is a community celebration for those who have received 
both the sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist. This celebration 
of Adult Confirmation is for those who have reached the age 
of 16 years, provided they have received Holy Communion. 
 
Adult Confirmation 2022 
The Office for Worship will host a Catechesis and           
Formation Day for those candidates interested in receiving 
the Sacrament of Confirmation this year. This will be on 
Saturday 20th August, 9.30am—2.00pm at the Bede 
Heather Centre (formerly known as the Institute for      
Mission) in the Downstairs Hall, 1-5 Marion St, Blacktown 
2148 (off Flushcombe Rd). A light lunch will be provided on 
the day. It is recommended that all Sponsors attend the         
catechesis. 
 
Please Note: 

 Each candidate needs a Sponsor who is fully initiated in 
the Sacraments, is over sixteen years of age and is aware of 
the responsibility needed for this role. 

 A contribution of $25 is suggested from the Candidates to 
assist in the overall task of preparing the candidates for the 
sacrament. They may bring this on the Catechesis Day. 

 For further information, please see Sister Carlene. 

 


